
  
  

 

Policy Priorities for Sustainable Resource Management in West Asia  

A consultation workshop  

8 September 2021, 10:00-12h30 Arabia Standard Time (UTC+3) 

Virtual meeting (click here)  

 Agenda 

1. Background 

The International Resource Panel and its Strategic Planning Exercise 

The International Resource Panel (IRP) is a global science-policy platform established by the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) in 2007 to build and share knowledge needed to improve our use of natural 

resources. The IRP provides independent, coherent, and authoritative scientific assessments of policy relevance 

on the sustainable use of natural resources and on their environmental impacts over the full life cycle.  

Every 4 years, the IRP organizes a Strategic Planning Exercise to develop a Work Programme that outlines the 
strategic direction and priority areas of research or ‘High Impact Priority Areas (HIPAs)’ of the panel.  
 
The IRP Secretariat is carrying out the 2021 Strategic Planning Exercise to develop the 2022-2025 
IRP Work Programme.This exercise includes a series of consultations with IRP stakeholders (members, partners, 
key target audiences) to make sure the research is impactful and policy relevant. Based on these consultations, 
the IRP Secretariat will submit a draft Work Programme to the IRP Steering Committee for approval by the end 
of 2021. 
 
Potential ‘High-Impact Priority Areas’ for 2022-2025 

Initial consultations with IRP members and partners suggest that in 2022-2025 the IRP will focus on the following 
High-Impact Priority Areas (HIPAs):  

1. Current trends and Future Prospects for Global Resource Use and Sustainable Resource Management.  

2. Sustainable Resource Management for effective action on climate change, biodiversity, and pollution.  

3. Sustainable Resource Management for effective action on human health, well-being, and equity.  

4. The role of trade, finance and innovation in enabling sustainability transitions. 

More details on each one of these areas are included in the background document for this meeting. 

Towards increased regional impact 

While the IRP is a global scientific panel, members have acknowledged the importance of working with regional 
actors and informing regional policy processes for further uptake of IRP reports. According to the theory of 
change of the current IRP work programme (available here), the IRP uses a systems approach to influence policy 
by, among others, ‘translating knowledge to the regional and national levels’. In this same theory, one of the 
expected outcomes of the work of the IRP is that it will be used to ‘inform policies that promote the sustainable 
management of resources at global, regional and national levels.’ 
 
During the 2021 Strategic Planning Exercise, several members called for enhancing the IRP’s influence and 
potential impact in regional fora by:  

➢ Developing material (reports, annexes, chapters) for regional key audiences to inform policy frameworks 
and processes that are key for sustainable resource management.  

➢ Disaggregating IRP data per region where possible (setting-up global databases and models to allow easy 
disaggregation by region)  

➢ Building regional networks of stakeholders (scientists and policymakers) that could help contextualize 
IRP’s global findings.   

➢ Pointing to regional data gaps and supporting regional scientists in filling those gaps (e.g. building 
capacity on IRP methodologies).  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTEzYjQ3MjktOGE1Mi00NDg2LThhYmQtMGUyMDdkMzZlZTQ4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%220f9e35db-544f-4f60-bdcc-5ea416e6dc70%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229cece1da-1cd0-4ebe-a254-c35357a051ec%22%7d
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/global-resources-outlook
https://www.resourcepanel.org/2018-2021-irp-work-programme-ed


  
  
 
The IRP has produced regionally tailored products or informed key policy documents in the regions. Some 
examples include: [insert specific example for the region like the Weight of Cities report for ASEAN countries and 
for Latin America and the Caribbean; the  country factsheets for the G20 countries including South Africa; the 
European Green Deal] 
 
The Global Opportunities for Sustainable Development Goals 

In 2019, UNEP and the Federal Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety launched the  

‘Global Opportunities for Sustainable Development Goals’ (GO4SDGs) initiative to accelerate the shift to more 

inclusive green economies and sustainable consumption and production patterns and strengthen public and 

private sector capacities to deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It shares innovative and 

successful practices from countries at the regional level while building on existing networks and pools of 

expertise to advance sustainable consumption and production and inclusive green economies around the world. 

It also strengthens cooperation and capacities to deliver on the 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement by helping 

countries chart pathways to decarbonize and decouple impacts of economic activity on the climate and 

biodiversity. The initiative focuses on three agents of change: policymakers, small and medium-size enterprises, 

and youth and works across five regions: Africa, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean and West 

Asia 

2. Objectives 

The IRP is partnering with GO4SDGs to hear from critical regional stakeholders who work on sustainable resource 

management, resource efficiency, and sustainable consumption and production. Consultations will be organized 

virtually in Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, and West Asia. 

The objectives of these workshops are two-fold: 

(1) Collect feedback on the current policy priorities and knowledge needs for the sustainable management of 

natural resources in the region. 

(2) Collect ideas on critical opportunities for IRP research to impact regional policy processes. 

Feedback from these consultations will inform the 2021 Strategic Planning Exercise of the IRP explained in the 

opening section of this document. 

3. Agenda 

Total time: 2h 30 minutes 
 
 

TIME Session Speaker 

10h00-10h30 SESSION 1. Introduction and overview 

5 min 
Welcome remarks 

Abdul-Majeid Haddad 
Deputy Regional Director 
UNEP Regional Office for West Asia 

20 min Introduction to the International Resource Panel, its 
Strategic Planning Exercise, and relevant messages 
from GRO 2019 

María José Baptista  
International Resource Panel 
Secretariat  

Priorities, knowledge needs, and critical opportunities for 
regional impact on sustainable resource management 

Tarek Alkhoury 
Regional Coordinator 
Resource Efficiency and Sustainable 
Consumption and Production  
UNEP West Asia office 

5 min Q&A 

10h30-10h35 BREAK 

https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/weight-cities
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/natural-resource-use-group-20
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/what-we-do/global-opportunities-sustainable


  
  

TIME Session Speaker 

10h30-11h35 SESSION 2. Policy Priorities and Knowledge Needs on Sustainable Resource 
Management  

60 min Roundtable 1:  Within the identified High Impact Priority 
Areas, what regional insights are urgently needed from 
the IRP within the next 4 years? 

Discussion with participants 

11h35-12h15 SESSION 3. Critical Opportunities for Regional Impact 

40 min Roundtable 2:  
- When and how can we bring IRP insights to strategic 

policy processes in the region in 2022-2025?  

Discussion with participants 

12h15-12h30 SESSION 4. Summary Remarks 

15 min Highlights of roundtable discussions  Tarek Alkhoury 
Regional Coordinator 
Resource Efficiency and Sustainable 
Consumption and Production  
UNEP West Asia office 

Next steps  María José Baptista  
International Resource Panel 
Secretariat 

 


