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The GGKP is the leading source of knowledge on green growth, offering
quick and easy access to policy guidance, good practices, tools, and data
to support the transition to an inclusive green economy. GGKP’s 60 leading
organizations and think tanks and a network of over 100 experts
collaboratively identify and address major knowledge gaps in green
growth theory and practice.



EXPERT CONNECT
Green Growth Expert Connect provides policymakers direct access to world-leading technical and policy experts 

for quick and tailored guidance on a range of green growth topics.

The service is available, at no cost, to government agency representatives from developing countries and 
supporting technical institutes. To request support, simply submit a request and the GGKP will match you with a 

leading green growth policy expert.

EXPERTS ARE 
AVAILABE TO:

review draft 
strategies

analyse policy
options

share experiences 
from other countries

facilitate 
networking

For more information: ggkp.org/expert-connect
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reform
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natural capital
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Making Trade Work for the 
Environment, Prosperity and Resilience

Steven Stone, UN Environment and Aik Hoe Lim, WTO



UN Environment – WTO Partnership
The Executive Director of UN Environment, Erik Solheim, 
and the Director-General of the WTO, Roberto Azevêdo, 
announced in early 2018 their commitment to 
strengthen the cooperation between their organizations. 



Risks from Environmental Pressures 
- Extreme weather events, natural disasters, failure to mitigate or 

adapt to climate change and water crises rank among the top five 
risks in terms of their perceived impact within the next ten years 
(WEF, 2018)

- By 2050, the global population is projected to almost 10 billion 
and per capita income is expected to triple, leading to a two-fold 
increase in global material consumption levels



- Investing 2 per cent of global GDP in “greening” agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, energy and several other sectors could unleash the public and 
private capital flows needed to put the world economy on a low-carbon 
and resource-efficient track (UN Environment, 2011)

-More sustainable use of materials and energy would add an extra US$ 2 
trillion to the global economy by 2050 (UN Environment, 2017b)

A Multitude of Benefits 



A Changing Landscape
International trade offers unique opportunities to build a prosperous, 

climate resilient and environmentally sustainable world.



Opportunities from Trade
Open, predictable and equitable trade relations among 
countries can accelerate the diffusion of environmental 
goods and services.
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Opportunities	for	trade



Opportunities from Trade
Global value chains improve productivity, lower costs

Balance of trade and trade flows for lithium-ion battery cells, 2014 
(CEMAC, 2017)



The Enabling Environment 

Evolution of Environmental Provisions in Regional Trade Agreements
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The Enabling Environment

Number of climate laws and policies passed worldwide, March 2018 
(Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment) 



The Enabling Environment 

Environment-related notifications submitted to the WTO (WTO, 2018)
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The Enabling Environment 
• WTO

• Sustainable development as an objective
• Policy dialogue (Committee on Trade and Environment)
• Rules for stability, predictability; room for coherent, fit-for-purpose 

(environmental) policies 
• Negotiations to seize additional trade benefits (fisheries, EGA, etc.)
• Partnerships to build sustainable trade-supply capacity  (STDF, AfT, EIF)

• UN Environment
• Enhancing trade in environmentally sound technologies
• Increasing coherence between environment and trade governance
• Promoting green markets
• Reducing the footprint of trade



Crosscutting Actions
1. Tackle environmental challenges, particularly those of a 

transboundary and global nature, through multilateral cooperation
2. Harness approaches which spark virtuous circles between 

environmental and economic resilience
3. Encourage national policymakers to work together across the 

environment and trade domains to foster “win-win” opportunities



Crosscutting Actions
4. Foster public-private partnerships to facilitate market-oriented 

approaches that allow trade and environment to be mutually 
supportive

5. Strengthen the capacity of the world’s poorest countries to seize 
trade opportunities in emerging green sectors 

6. Raise awareness among stakeholders on the role of trade in 
environmental sustainability and resilience to environmental and 
economic shocks



The Way Forward
The SDGs, and SDG 17 in particular, provide a mandate for global 

partnerships and collaboration for sustainable development, 
complemented by multi-stakeholder collaboration.



Thank you!



The TRade and 
ENvironment Database 

(TREND)
& The online tool 

TREND‐Analytics

Jean‐Frédéric Morin
Axel Berger
Clara Brandi

Dominique Bruhn

Environmental Clauses 
in Trade Agreements: 

Empirical evidence for sound policies
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There is a lot of opinions, but few evidence‐based analyses :

 Negotiators need examples of the types of clauses adopted by other countries.
 NGOs need a reliable source of information to hold governments accountable.
 Entrepreneurs need an accessible dataset to navigate through overlapping agreements.
 Lawyers need to contrast the wording of similar provisions to guide their interpretation.
 Researchers need fine‐grained data to investigate agreements’ drivers and effects.



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric, Andreas Dür, and Lisa Lechner, 2018, “Mapping the Trade and
Environment Nexus: Insights from a New Dataset”. Global Environmental Politics 18(1)



Various types of environmental provisions
1. Reaffirming environmental law principles
2. Ensuring a high level of environmental protection
3. Favoring transparency and public participation in policymaking
4. Safeguarding regulatory space
5. Developing environmental cooperation
6. Detailing specific environmental commitments
7. Ensuring policy coherence 
8. Promoting development and capacity building 
9. Reinforcing MEAs 
10. Dispute resolution



www.TREND.ulaval.ca



www.TRENDanalytics.info



www.TRENDanalytics.info



The early 1990s as a intense period of innovation

Morin, Jean‐Frédéric, Joost Pauwelyn, and James Hollway, “The Trade Regime as a
Complex Adaptive System”, Journal of International Economic Law, 20(2): 365‐390.



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric, Joost Pauwelyn, and James Hollway, “The Trade Regime as a
Complex Adaptive System”, Journal of International Economic Law, 20(2): 365‐390.
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Jean‐Frédéric Morin, Laura Mordelet, Myriam Rochette, 2017, “The Environment in
Canadian Trade Agreements”, Policy Options.
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Morin, Jean‐Frédéric and Myriam Rochette, 2017, “Transatlantic Convergence over
Environmental Provisions in Trade Agreements”, Business and Politics 19(4): 621‐658.

EU and US models



EU‐US Convergence 

Morin, Jean‐Frédéric and Myriam Rochette, 2017, “Transatlantic Convergence over
Environmental Provisions in Trade Agreements”, Business and Politics 19(4): 621‐658.



Diffusion of US norms on exceptions

Morin, Jean‐Frédéric and Myriam Rochette, 2017, “Transatlantic Convergence over
Environmental Provisions in Trade Agreements”, Business and Politics 19(4): 621‐658.



Diffusion of EU norms on specific issue‐areas

Morin, Jean‐Frédéric and Myriam Rochette, 2017, “Transatlantic Convergence over
Environmental Provisions in Trade Agreements”, Business and Politics 19(4): 621‐658.



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric and Sikina Jinnah (2018) “The Emergence of Climate Change
Norms in the International Trade Complex” Environmental Politics, 27(3): 541‐565.

Average number of biodiversity‐
related provisions

Average number of climate‐
related provisions



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric, Nicolas Michaud and Corentin Bialais (2016) “Trade Negotiations and
Climate Governance: The EU as a pioneer, but not (yet) a leader”, IDDRI Issue Brief, no 10/16, 4 p.

Agreements with climate‐related provisions



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric, and Rosalie Gauthier Nadeau (2017) “Environmental GEMs in Trade
Agrements: Little Known Clauses for Progressive Trade Agreements” CIGI policy brief.

Number of trade agreements per type of clause



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric, Andreas Dür, and Lisa Lechner, (2018) “Mapping the Trade and
Environment Nexus: Insights from a New Dataset”. Global Environmental Politics 18(1)

The democratic factor



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric and Mathilde Gauquelin (2016) “Trade Agreements as
Vectors for the Nagoya Protocol's Implementation”, CIGI Papers no 115.

Provisions on genetic resources per country



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric and Corentin Bialais (2018) “Strengthening Multilateral
Environmental Governance Through Bilateral Trade Deals”. CIGI Policy Brief.

Reference MEAs in trade agreements



Brandi, Clara, Dominique Bruhn, and Jean‐Frédéric Morin, “The implementation of
PTAs’ environmental provisions: Cheap talk or costly commitments?” To be published.

Number of domestic environmental laws, 1990‐2013



Morin, Jean‐Frédéric, Clara Brandi and Axel Berger, “Scenarios for a
Multilateralization of PTAs’ Environmental Clauses” To be published

The parties shall cooperate in the field of environmental protection.  0.02
Cooperation shall include systems of information on the state of the environment; 0.08
Cooperation shall include coordination with respect to multilateral negotiations on environmental issues. 0.18
Developed country parties shall provide capacity building to developing countries parties.  0.26
Cooperation shall focus on the management of hazardous waste. 0.40
Cooperation shall include development of strategies to execute environmental impact assessment;  0.44
Each Party shall promote the development of voluntary environmental measures; 0.48
Cooperation shall focus on the promotion of renewable production of energy; 0.55
Each Party shall promote public awareness by ensuring the availability of information to stakeholders; 0.59
Parties shall incorporate environmental considerations in any policy measure.  0.61
Cooperation shall focus on the promotion of energy efficiency; 0.63
Cooperation shall focus on the control and prevention of marine pollution; 0.70
Cooperation shall focus on the conservation of the fisheries resources; 0.70
To achieve this cooperation, representatives of the Parties may meet regulatory.  0.78
Each Party shall promote trade of environmental goods and services. 0.82
The Parties shall resolve their dispute through consultations.  0.88
The Parties shall engage the public in activities undertaken to implement this Agreement. 0.89
The Parties has the right to establish their own levels of environmental protection. 0.94
Each Party shall endeavor to improve coherence between environmental policies and energy policy 0.96
Parties shall not encourage investment by reducing the levels of environmental protection. 1.01
Cooperation shall focus on the protection of forests; 1.04
Each Party shall strive to continue to improve their environmental laws. 1.05
Cooperation shall include process for harmonizing environmental technical regulations; 1.09
Each Party shall endeavor to improve coherence between environmental and transportation policy 1.10
A Party shall not fail to effectively enforce its environmental laws. 1.13
Each Party shall designate a contact point for the implementation of this agreement.  1.30

Good candidates for multilateralization



Morin, JF and S. Jinnah (2018) "The Untapped Potential of Preferential Trade Agreements for Climate Governance", Environmental Politics, vol. 27(3): 541‐565.
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Morin JF, C. Brandi, A. Berger, “The Multilateralization of PTA Environmental Clauses – Scenarios for the Future? “, under review.

Brandi, C, D. Blümer, JF Morin, “The implementation of international agreements: Do IEAs and PTAs matter for domestic environmental legislation?”, under
review.

Hollway, J, JF Morin, J. Pauwelyn, “The Endogenous source of Legal Novelty: How New Environmental Clauses Enter the Trade Regime”, under review.
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A Sustainability Toolkit for 
Trade Negotiators

‐‐bringing environment and trade together to achieve
Green Growth and Sustainable Development

52



Assist countries 
in harnessing  

trade 
opportunities 
arising from 

green economy

Improve coherence
between trade and 
environmental 
policies and 
governance

Support 
countries in 

using trade as a 
tool to achieve 
environmental 
sustainability 

Realize a shift of 
trade practices 

to more 
sustainable 
patterns

Environment and Trade Hub
—Make trade work for the environment



Trade and Green Growth

Trade policy as a tool
Trade policy instruments can drive and facilitate 

the transition to a Green Economy

New opportunities for trade
Green Trade opportunities arising from 

transition to a Green Economy

Trade Green Growth



Bring environment into trade policy

 Multilateral/plurilateral trade agreements under the 
WTO/GATT framework

 Regional/bilateral trade agreements

 Unilateral preferential schemes

 National trade policy/strategy



Could regional trade agreements offer new opportunities?

Source: Kangni Kpodar, Patrick Imam 08 May 2017



Why we need a Sustainability Toolkit for Trade 
Negotiators? 

Improve knowledge and 
understanding

Support negotiation and 
implementation

Bring environment and 
trade communities 
together



The way forward

01 04

02 03
Targeted trainings 

and advisory 
services

Partnerships and 
innovation

Sharing 
experience and 
good practices

Feedback and 
evaluation



Join us on 2 October 
for the Environment and Trade Dialogue 

at the WTO Public Forum

Thank you!



Q&A

How do opportunities and 
challenges in driving green 
growth through trade differ 
for developed and 
developing countries?

Which trade measures 
would be most 
effective to achieve a 
greener society and 
greener growth??

How can trade 
promote sustainable 
use of natural capital?

How can trade agreements 
be used to enforce or 
incentivize strengthened 
environmental standards?

“
”

“

”

“

”

“

”



Closing Remarks

@GGKPlatform #GGKP 
ggkp.org/facebook
ggkp.org/LinkedIn

ggkp.org/KnowledgeUpdate



Thank you for joining today’s webinar on 
“Using Trade to Drive Green Growth”

Please kindly respond to the survey

This webinar was recorded and will be uploaded to 
the GGKP website: www.greengrowthknowledge.org

@GGKPlatform #GGKP 
ggkp.org/facebook
ggkp.org/LinkedIn

ggkp.org/KnowledgeUpdate




