
                                                                        

     

 

 

    

 

                        
 
 
 

 
 
 

SHORT-TERM CONSULTANT 
TRADE AND COMPETITIVENESS 

 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
                          (Issue date: 10-02-2014) 

VACANCY NOTICE NO.: VA-GGKP-14-01 

ORGANIZATION: United Nations Environment Programme 

FUNCTIONAL TITLE: Consultant  

DURATION:   30 days 

REMUNERATION: Commensurate with experience 

CLOSING DATE:   21 February 2014 

 
Background on UNEP: 
 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the United Nations systems designated entity 
for addressing environmental issues at the global and regional level (www.unep.org). Its mandate is 
to coordinate the development of environmental policy consensus by keeping the global environment 
under review and bringing emerging issues to the attention of governments and the international 
community. UNEP, in partnership with the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), serves as the joint 
manager of the Green Growth Knowledge Platform (GGKP) on behalf of the GGKP founding 
organizations, including UNEP, GGGI, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, and the World Bank. 
 
Background on GGKP: 
 
The GGKP (www.greengrowthknowledge.org) was launched in January 2012 and is a 
groundbreaking partnership involving over 25 leading international organizations, research institutes 
and think-tanks focused on:  
 
i.  Collaboratively identifying knowledge gaps in green growth theory and practice;  
ii.  Catalyzing knowledge generation to address these gaps; and  
iii. Sharing and disseminating green growth knowledge.   
 
The GGKP aims to achieve these objectives, in part, through research committees, which are 
mandated to identify gaps in green growth knowledge and data and to collaborate in filling these gaps 
by stimulating a broader research agenda.  
 
The Trade and Competitiveness Research Committee is one of four pilot committees that have been 
formed. As one of its first outputs, the Trade and Competitiveness Committee has identified the need 
for a data-collection effort on environmental policies and regulations in developing countries. A 
consultant is needed to draft a background note and an associated call for proposals to support this 
effort. 
 
 
Duties and Responsibilities: 
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i. Draft a scoping study of 15-20 pages (plus annexes) on data collection efforts supporting 

assessments of the competitiveness effects of environmental policies and regulations, with a 

particular focus on developing countries.  

 
There is a well-developed empirical literature on the effect of environmental regulation on 
competitiveness, productivity and employment in high-income countries. However, the 
extension of this work to developing economies has generally been hampered by a lack of data 
on environmental regulations. The goal of this paper is to identify data gaps and a potential way 
forward for the purpose of developing a call for proposal around this research agenda. As such, 
it should critically review and analyze: 
 

a. what literature may exist on environmental regulation and its competitiveness impacts 

in developing countries;  

b. what data (and proxies) are available on environmental regulations and related 

measures that are in a form that can be used to analyse their effects on trade and 

competition for developing countries; 

c. to what extent these data capture the actual stringency of regulations and their 

enforcement (rather than simply "what is on the books”); and 

d. what data would be needed to develop comparable and reliable indices of stringency, 

and what are the associated challenges countries, particularly developing countries, 

face in this regard. 

 
The paper should include: 
 

a. Abstract. 

b. Summary. 

c. An introduction, explaining in detail the objective of the paper and an overview of why 

the GGKP is interested in pursuing this research agenda. 

d. An overview of the challenges that currently exist in measuring the stringency of 

environmental policies and their impacts on competitiveness effects (e.g. lack of 

reliable and comparable data, differences in circumstances at the local vs. national 

level; differences between legal stringency and what is enforced). 

e. Review of existing data on environmental policies and regulations across developed 

countries and their underlying classification systems. 

f. Discussion on how the lessons from data collection in developed countries could be 

applied to similar efforts in developing countries as well as identification of the key 

challenges to undertaking such an exercise in developing countries. 

g. Suggestions on potential ways forward. 

h. Annex which lists examples of existing measures of environmental stringency in 

various countries. 

 
The background note should generally cover all sectors of the economy, but with a particular 
focus on regulations and policies that affect production costs and therefore likely to influence 
leakage or the formation of pollution havens. These could include a wide range of polices, such 
as command-and-control regulations, liability rules, taxes, emission limits, subsidies, and 
technology standards. 

 
ii. Draft, with the support of the Trade and Competitiveness Committee, an associated call for 

proposal (approximately 10 pages) to support a data-collection effort that would contribute to 

the development of indicators focused on stringency of environmental policies and regulations 

in developing countries. 
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Timeline 

 

3-7 March 2014 Virtual meeting between Consultant and Research Committee 

21 March 2014 Submission of annotated outline  

4 April 2014 Comments received from Research Committee 

9 June 2014 Submission of first draft of study + TOR 

23 June 2014 Comments received from Research Committee 

20 July 2014 Submission of final draft of study + TOR 

 

 
Qualifications 
 
Essential 

a) Experience in empirical research, data analysis and writing evidence-based reports and policy 

materials with practical recommendations. 

b) Proven track record in producing literature reviews and analysis in the field of green growth, 

particularly with relation to environmental regulation, international trade or the particular 

challenges faced by developing countries.  

c) Understanding of the knowledge gaps which exist in the field of green growth.  

d) Experience in working on projects with colleagues across different organizations, including 

experience in jointly drafting reports. 

e) Solid understanding of organizations and research institutions producing research on green 

growth internationally.  

f) Understanding of the environmental regulatory framework, at the international, regional and 

national level, across a wide range of developed and developing countries. 

g) Exceptional writing skills. 

 

Preferred 
a) Proven ability to work in a ‘virtual’ team across multiple locations.  

 

 
 

 
All applications should be emailed on or before the deadline of 21 February 2014 to 
Benjamin Simmons, Head, GGKP (bsimmons2@ggkp.org). Applicants should send a 
completed United Nations P.11 or INSPIRA Personal History Form together with a short 
cover letter summarizing how they meet the qualifications of the job. 

 
 
PLEASE QUOTE VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT NO.: VA-GGKP-14-01 

 
UNEP does not charge a fee at any stage of the recruitment process. If you have any questions 

concerning persons or companies claiming to be recruiting on behalf of these offices and 
requesting the payment of a fee please contact: recruitment@unon.org. 


